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Abstract

The University of Texas established a women’s club golf program in 1969, which
competed non-competitively at the collegiate level. The club was founded Pat Weis, a
physical education teacher hired by the university in 1957. With the passage of Title IX
in 1972, Weis was hired as the varsity women’s golf coach. The team received increased
administrative support, funding, and elevation to varsity status. The UT Athletics
Media Relations Women’s Golf Collection contains season binders, publicity materials,
and newspaper clippings collected by UT Athletics Media Relations between 1972 and
2010. Included among the materials are team rosters, schedules, scores, tournament
results, press releases, tournament programs, postseason results, newspaper and

magazine articles, and published media guides.
Access

Access to The University of Texas at Austin Athletics Media Relations Women’s Golf
Collection is restricted to visitors of the H.J. Lutcher Stark Center for Physical Culture
and Sports. The Stark Center welcomes access inquires and encourages research
appointments. For more information, phone (512) 471-4890, email info@starkcenter.org,

or visit www.starkcenter.org.
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Restrictions on Use

The Stark Center retains the right to limit the use of The University of Texas at Austin
Athletics Media Relations Women’s Golf Collection under certain conditions. Access to
student records containing information protected by the Family Education Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA) is restricted. Some restricted items may be available at the
discretion of the Stark Center. Redacted versions of restricted materials have been
provided when possible. No copies of any materials in the collection may be made
without permission. Digital files containing golf tournament rosters are available as part

of the collection.

Processing Information:

Collection processed in 2017 by Scott Jordan, Christian Stephensen, and Jana Zevnik

under the supervision of Brent Sipes, Stark Center Digital Archivist.
Copyright

The user is cautioned that the publication of any of the contents of this collection may
be construed as constituting a violation of literary property rights. These rights derive
from the principle of common law, affirmed in the 1976 copyright act, that the writer of
an unpublished letter or other manuscript has the sole right to publish the contents
thereof for the duration of the copyright. Unless he or she affirmatively parts with that
right, the right descends to his or her legal heirs regardless of the ownership of the
physical manuscript itself. It is the responsibility of an author or his publisher to secure
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permission of the owner of literary property rights in unpublished writing. This

material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17, U.S. Code).

Right to Privacy: Sensitive Materials Statement

Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with sensitive or
confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws
and regulations. Researchers are advised that the disclosure of certain information
pertaining to identifiable living individuals represented in this collection without the
consent of those individuals may have legal ramifications (e.g., a cause of action under
common law for invasion of privacy may arise if facts concerning an individual's
private life are published that would be deemed highly offensive to a reasonable
person) for which the H.J. Lutcher Stark Center and the University of Texas at Austin

assumes no responsibility.

Preferred Citation

The University of Texas at Austin Athletics Media Relations Women’s Golf Collection,
H.J. Lutcher Stark Center for Physical Culture & Sports, The University of Texas at

Austin.
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Culture & Sports

The University of Texas at Austin

Petrizzi, Deborah

Reese, Jessica

Richards, Martha

Sorenstam, Charlotta

Steinhauer, Sherri
Watkins, Susan
Weis, Pat

Universities

University of Texas at
Austin

The University of Texas at Austin Athletics Media Relations Women’s Golf Collection

was created and maintained by The University of Texas at Austin Athletics Media

Relations office. The office is located within the Darrell K. Royal —Texas Memorial

Stadium complex, and reports to the Deputy Director of Athletics.
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The University of Texas Athletics Media Relations office serves as the principal media
liaison for all University of Texas intercollegiate athletics programs, including the
Women'’s Golf Program. The University of Texas Athletics Media Relations office
describes its role as, to “actively publicize and promote the positive aspects and manage
the media demands of all University of Texas intercollegiate athletics programs.” This
role includes the creation and distribution of media guides, sports media fact books,
press releases, photographs, maintenance of texassports.com and management of UT
Athletics social media presence. For home events at UT, the Media Relations office is in
charge of distributing media credentials. It also serves as liaison for coaches, student-
athletes and staff with intra-departmental contacts, the media, tournament contacts,
conference contacts, and the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA).
Additionally, the NCAA requires universities to keep files and statistics related to each
athletic event, and Media Relations is the source for this data. UT Women’s Golf

competes at the NCAA Division I level.

Little information exists about the early years of the Women’s Golf Program at the
University of Texas prior to the hiring of Pat Weis as a P.E. teacher in 1957. Weis was
instrumental in organizing the Texas women’s golf club in 1969, which competed non-
competitively at the collegiate level until 1972. With the passage of Title IX in 1972, Weis
was hired as the varsity women’s golf coach. The passage of Title IX brought many
changes to women'’s intercollegiate athletics as a whole. In order to comply with Title
IX, the Athletics Council at the University of Texas recommended a separate
Department of Intercollegiate Athletics for Women with a Women’s Athletics Council
and an Athletics Director for Women. In 1975, the university hired Donna Lopiano as its
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first director of Women’s Athletics.

With increased financial support from the university and the leadership of new head
coach, Pat Weis, UT Women’'s Golf team began their inaugural season in 1972-1973.
Weis, considered “The Architect of the Texas Longhorn Women’s Golf Team” by the
Texas Legacy Support Network, coached the women’s golf team to win seven
Southwest Conference Championships over the course of her twenty-one-year tenure
from 1972 to 1993. These championships include a string of five straight titles from 1987
to 1991. Weis’ team also finished in second place at the 1993 NCAA Division I
Championships. As a result of her coaching, Weis saw many of her players succeed at
the collegiate and professional levels, including Debbie Petrizzi (1977-1981), Susan
Watkins (1979-1981), Nancy Ledbetter (1980-1984), Sherri Steinhauer (1981-1985), Sue
Ginter (1984-1988), Kate Golden (1985-1989), Michiko Hattori (1987-1991), and Charlotta
Sorenstam (1992-1993). With these successes, Weis was named Southwest Conference
Coach of the Year five times. Weis retired from her position as head coach at the end of
the 1992-1993 season.

During Coach Weis’ tenure, she established the Betsy Rawls Longhorn Golf Invitational.
Begun in 1974, this tournament is held annually during the spring and brings to Austin
some of the best women golfers in the nation. This event was named after Betsy Rawls,
a Texas graduate who won more than fifty LPGA tour championships between 1951
and 1975, including eight major championships. Rawls was inducted into the University
of Texas Women’s Hall of Honor and the World Golf Hall of Fame. To date, six UT

women’s golfers have claimed medalist honors at this event.
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Following Weis’ retirement, Susan Watkins, a former UT student, and Corsicana, Texas
native, took over as the second head coach in the history of the UT Women’s Golf
program for the 1993-1994 season. Within a decade, her team had captured eight top-ten
finishes at the NCAA Championships, including a second-place tie in 2002 and third-
place finishes in 1996, 2000, and 2001. She led UT women’s golf to four conference
championships in six seasons, the Southwest Conference titles from 1993-1996, and the
inaugural Big 12 Championship in 1997. Watkins was named Big 12 Coach of the Year
for 2001-2002. Seven of her student athletes have gone on to professional golf tours:
Nadine Nash (1991-1995), Heather Bowie (1995-1997), Kristen Dufour (1998-2001), Kori
Johns (1994-1996), Kelli Kuehne (1996-1997), Randi Meadows (1998-2001), and Jessica
Reese (1999-2003). And, five of her players earned All-American honors. Watkins
served as head coach until 2007. By 2007, thirteen UT women’s golfers turned
professional and went on to the LPGA Tour, totaling ten wins, while three players went
on to international tours. Martha Richards, a former assistant coach under Watkins,
began her first season as the UT women’s golf head coach in the 2007-2008 season. Ryan
Murphy, previously an assistant coach with the Texas Men’s Golf team, took over the
role of head coach in 2014-2015 season.

Other notable players include Heather Bowie, who captured medalist honors at the
1997 NCAA Championship as the Honda Cup Award recipient of National Collegiate
Golfer of the Year and Madison Pressel, who, fourteen years later, took home the 2011
NCAA Championship. Nicole Cooper (1993-1994 and 1994-1995), Kelli Kuehne (1995-
1996), Heather Bowie (1996-1997), and Janice Olivencia (2001-2002) all earned Player of
the Year awards for the Southwest (prior to 1997) or Big 12 (1997 to present)
Conference. Olivencia was also one of six players to earn medalist honors at the Betsy
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Rawls Longhorn Invitational and had the second-lowest score of all time at that event.
Randi Meadows won the Big 12 Conference Newcomer of the Year (1998-1999). And,
Kristin Dufour and Lisa Ferrero were named to the 2001-2002 Big 12 All-Tournament
Team. Kristen Dufour and Heather Bowie, each with a sixty-seven, are tied with the

lowest score in UT women'’s golf history.

NCAA individual first-place medalists include Heather Bowie (1996-1997), Charlotta
Sorenstam (1992-1993), and Debbie Petrizzi (1977-1978). Conference players of the year
include Janice Olivencia (2001-2002), Heather Bowie (1996-1997), Kelli Kuehne (1995-
1996), Nicole Cooper (1994-1995 and 1995-1996), Nadine Ash (1992-1993), Michiko
Hattori (four straight years between 1987 and 1991), Kate Golden (1986-1987), Sue
Ginter (1985-1986), and Nancy Ledbetter (1983-1984). Michiko Hattori was named
Golfer of the Decade (1980s) for the Southwest Conference and All-Decade team

members include Kate Golden, Sherri Steinhauer, Sue Ginter, and Nancy Ledbetter.

Since its founding in 1972, the women’s golf team has won four Big 12 Women's Golf
Championship titles (1997, 2004, 2011, and 2017) and ten Southwest Conference titles
(1984, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1993, 1994, 1995, and 1996). They were the runner-up
for the 1993 NCAA Division I Golf Championship. Between 1974 and 1982, UT had six
Top-10 AIAW Championship finishes and seven Top-5 state finishes.
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Scope and Content

The University of Texas at Austin Athletics Media Relations Women’s Golf Collection:
6 Boxes: 170 Folders: 66 Season Binders, 65 Publicity Materials, 37 Newspaper
Clippings, 1 Digital Media, 1972-2010

The collection documents the University of Texas at Austin’s Women’s Golf program
between 1972 and 2010, with the bulk of the material covering the years between 1990
and 2008. These records were primarily generated on a season-by-season basis to record
athlete results and improvements, and tournament results. The UT Athletics Media
Relations department also collected published programs, press materials, and other
publications related to the program as a whole, as well as to coaches, student athletes,
and alumni. Documents include tournament correspondence and fundraising materials

as well as travel itineraries.

The materials in this collection are divided into three series: Season Binders, Publicity

Materials, and Newspaper Clippings.

The Season Binders contain materials pertaining to the golf seasons for the years 1972 to
2006. They include items such as UT Athletics Media press releases, press releases from
non-UT media outlets, team and individual point statistics, tournament schedules,
tournament results, event correspondence between UT staff and other institutions, golf
newsletters, and tournament travel itineraries. Overall, the season binders document
the progress of the individual team members as well as the team’s success as a whole
over a 34-year period. Seasons 2003-2004 and 2004-2005 are missing from the Season

Binders series.
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The Publicity Materials span the years from 1977 to 2008 and include media guides,
tournament/event programs, tournament media supplements, and NCAA media books.
The media guides contain rosters, tournament schedules, previous season highlights,
profiles of coaches and players, historical statistics for the program, Austin visitor
attractions, and descriptions of University of Texas programs and services. Tournament
programs and media supplements contain much of the same information as the media
guides, but specific to each tournament in which the team participated. The NCAA
media books give an overview of teams and players across the NCAA conference
including rosters, season highlights and team as well as individual statistics. The 2002-

2003 season is missing from the tournament guides subseries.

The Newspaper Clippings series features press articles created by national, regional and
local newspapers and magazines between 1975 and 2005 concerning UT’s Women's
Golf program. Materials in this series include original newspaper and magazine
clippings and photocopies from in-state, regional, and national titles such as Austin
American-Statesman, Dallas Morning News, and Golf Digest as well as photocopied
and printed copies of online news publications such as Golfweek. Also included are
newspaper and magazine articles pertaining to player Kelli Kuehne for the years 1995-
1999, and newspaper clippings from the Daily Texan for the years 1975-1984.

The Digital Media series contains exclusively digital files from a zip disk within the
collection and have no paper equivalent. The relevant zip disk files pertaining to UT’s
women’s golf program contain tournament results and rosters from the 2003-2004

season. The file names provided within the Collection Arrangement have been taken
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directly from the zip disk’s file directory. These files are accessible by request.

Collection Arrangement

The University of Texas at Austin Athletics Media Relations Women’s Golf Collection:
6 Boxes: 170 Folders: 66 Season Binders, 65 Publicity Materials, 37 Newspaper
Clippings, 1 Digital Media, 1972-2010

Series 1: Season Binders, 1972-2006 (66 Folders)

Box 1, Folder 1: Season Binder, 1972-1973 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 2: Season Binder, 1973-1974 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 3: Season Binder, 1974-1975 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 4: Season Binder, 1975-1976 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 5: Season Binder, 1976-1977 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 6: Season Binder, 1977-1978 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 7: Season Binder, 1978-1979 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 8: Season Binder, 1979-1980 (1 folder)

Box 1, Folder 9: Season Binder, 1980-1981 (1 folder)
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Box 1, Folder 10: Season Binder, 1981-1982 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 11: Season Binder, 1982-1983 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 12: Season Binder, 1983-1984 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 13: Season Binder, 1984-1985 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 14: Season Binder, 1985-1986 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 15: Season Binder, 1986-1987 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 16: Season Binder, 1987-1988 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 17: Season Binder, 1988-1989 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 18: Season Binder, 1989-1990 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 19: Season Binder, 1990-1991 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folder 20: Season Binder, 1991-1992 (1 folder)
Box 1, Folders 21-22: Season Binder, 1992-1993 (2 folders)
Box 2, Folders 1-2: Season Binder, 1993-1994 (2 folders)

Box 2, Folder 3: Season Binder, 1994-1995 (1 folder)
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Box 2, Folders 4-9: Season Binder, 1995-1996 (6 folders)
Box 2, Folders 10-23: Season Binder, 1996-1997 (14 folders)
Box 3, Folders 1-6: Season Binder, 1997-1998 (6 folders)
Box 3, Folders 7-10: Season Binder, 1998-1999 (4 folders)
Box 3, Folders 11-13: Season Binder, 1999-2000 (3 folders)
Box 3, Folders 14-15: Season Binder, 2000-2001 (2 folders)
Box 3, Folders 16-17: Season Binder, 2001-2002 (2 folders)
Box 3, Folders 18-19: Season Binder, 2002-2003 (2 folders)

Box 4, Folders 1-2: Season Binder, 2005-2006 (Redacted Materials) (2 folders)

Series 2: Publicity Materials, 1977-2010 (66 Folders)
Subseries 1: Media Guides, 1977-2010 (32 Folders)
Box 4, Folder 3: Media Guides, 1977-1978 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 4: Media Guides, 1978-1979 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 5: Media Guides, 1979-1980 (1 folder)
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Box 4, Folder 6: Media Guides, 1980-1981 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 7: Media Guides, 1981-1982 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 8: Media Guides, 1982-1983 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 9: Media Guides, 1983-1984 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 10: Media Guides, 1984-1985 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 11: Media Guides, 1985-1986 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 12: Media Guides, 1986-1987 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 13: Media Guides, 1987-1988 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 14: Media Guides, 1988-1989 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 15: Media Guides, 1989-1990 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 16: Media Guides, 1990-1991 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 17: Media Guides, 1991-1992 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 18: Media Guides, 1992-1993 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 19: Media Guides, 1993-1994 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 20: Media Guides, 1994-1995 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 21: Media Guides, 1995-1996 (1 folder)
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Box 4, Folder 22: Media Guides, 1996-1997 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 23: Media Guides, 1997-1998 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 24: Media Guides, 1998-1999 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 25: Media Guides, 1999-2000 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 26: Media Guides, 2000-2001 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 27: Media Guides, 2001-2002 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 28: Media Guides, 2002-2003 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 29: Media Guides, 2003-2004 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 30: Media Guides, 2004-2005 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 31: Media Guides, 2005-2006 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 32: Media Guides, 2006-2007 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 33: Media Guides, 2007-2008 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 33.1: Media Guides, 2008/09 and 2009/10 (1 folder)

Subseries 2: Tournament Guides, 1977-2006 (34 folders)
Box 4, Folder 34: Tournament Guides, 1977-1978 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folders 35-37: Tournament Guides, 1978-1979 (3 folders)
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Box 4, Folder 38: Tournament Guides, 1979-1980 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 39: Tournament Guides, 1980-1981 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 40: Tournament Guides, 1981-1982 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 41: Tournament Guides, 1982-1983 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 42: Tournament Guides, 1983-1984 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 43: Tournament Guides, 1984-1985 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 44: Tournament Guides, 1985-1986 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 45: Tournament Guides, 1986-1987 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folders 46-47: Tournament Guides, 1987-1988 (2 folders)
Box 4, Folder 48: Tournament Guides, 1988-1989 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 49: Tournament Guides, 1989-1990 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 50: Tournament Guides, 1990-1991 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 51: Tournament Guides, 1991-1992 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folders 52-53: Tournament Guides, 1992-1993 (2 folder)
Box 4, Folder 54: Tournament Guides, 1993-1994 (1 folder)

Box 4, Folder 55: Tournament Guides, 1994-1995 (1 folder)
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Box 4, Folders 56-57: Tournament Guides, 1995-1996 (2 folders)
Box 4, Folder 58: Tournament Guides, 1996-1997 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 59: Tournament Guides, 1997-1998 (1 folder)
Box 4, Folder 60: Tournament Guides, 1998-1999 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folders 1-2: Tournament Guides, 1999-2000 (2 folders)
Box 5, Folder 3: Tournament Guides, 2000-2001 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 4: Tournament Guides, 2001-2002 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 5: Tournament Guides, 2003-2004 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 6: Tournament Guides, 2004-2005 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 7: Tournament Guides, 2005-2006 (1 folder)
Series 3: Newspaper Clippings, 1974-2005 (37 Folders)
Box 5, Folder 8: Newspaper Clippings, 1974-1975 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 9: Newspaper Clippings, 1975-1976 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 10: Newspaper Clippings, 1976-1977 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 11: Newspaper Clippings, 1977-1978 (1 folder)

Box 5, Folder 12: Newspaper Clippings, 1978-1979 (1 folder)
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Box 5, Folder 13: Newspaper Clippings, 1979-1980 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 14: Newspaper Clippings, 1980-1981 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 15: Newspaper Clippings, 1981-1982 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 16: Newspaper Clippings, 1982-1983 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 17: Newspaper Clippings, 1983-1984 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 18: Newspaper Clippings, 1984-1985 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 19: Newspaper Clippings, 1985-1986 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 20: Newspaper Clippings, 1986-1987 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 21: Newspaper Clippings, 1987-1988 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 22: Newspaper Clippings, 1988-1989 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 23: Newspaper Clippings, 1989-1990 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 24: Newspaper Clippings, 1990-1991 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 25: Newspaper Clippings, 1991-1992 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 26: Newspaper Clippings, 1992-1993 (1 folder)
Box 5, Folder 27: Newspaper Clippings, 1993-1994 (1 folder)

Box 5, Folder 28: Newspaper Clippings, 1994-1995 (1 folder)
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Box 5, Folders 29-30: Newspaper Clippings, 1995-1996 (2 folders)
Box 6, Folders 1-3: Newspaper Clippings, 1996-1997 (3 folders)
Box 6, Folder 4: Newspaper Clippings, 1997-1998 (1 folder)
Box 6, Folders 5-6: Newspaper Clippings, 1998-1999 (2 folders)
Box 6, Folder 7: Newspaper Clippings, 1999-2000 (1 folder)
Box 6, Folder 8: Newspaper Clippings, 2000-2001 (1 folder)
Box 6, Folder 9: Newspaper Clippings, 2001-2002 (1 folder)
Box 6, Folder 10: Newspaper Clippings, 2002-2003 (1 folder)
Box 6, Folder 11: Newspaper Clippings, 2003-2004 (1 folder)
Box 6, Folder 12: Newspaper Clippings, 2004-2005 (1 folder)
Box 6, Folder 13: Newspaper Clippings, 2005-2006 (1 folder)
Box 6, Folder 14: Newspaper Clippings, 2006-2007 (1 folder)
Series 4: Digital Media, 2002-2004 (1 folder)
Box 6, Folder 15: Digital Media, 2002-2004, 1 Zip Disk (1 folder)
Relevant Files:

Women’s Results
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UNLV Women
Vanderbilt Women

USC Women

Tulsa Women

Women’s 2002-03 Golf Results
Texas A&M Women

SMU Women

Purdue Women

TCU Women

Oregon State Women (sic)
Oklahoma Women

North Carolina Women
Northwestern Women
KU Women

Kansas State Women’ (sic)

California Women
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Arizona Women

Arizona State Women
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